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Your Excellencies, Honorable Audience,

It is our pleasure at the IsDB, and at the
beginning of this speech, to extend our
sincere thanks and praise to ISESCO for
their virtuous invitation and organization for
this important virtual forum through which
we seek to renew strategies and develop
methods and methodologies in the field of
teaching Arabic language to Non-Arabic
speakers, especially in the period of this
pandemic and what After that, may Allah
protect us all from it.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is no secret to everyone the importance of
this ancient and rich language for Muslims
as well as for non-Muslims. Although the
Arabic language is the language most
closely related to Islam and has a high
religious standing among all Muslims, it has
also been associated for decades and is
still associated with humanities and medical
sciences, as well as trade, economics and
various financial systems.

Just as Allah Almighty honored the language
by the miracle of the revelation of the Noble
Qur’an, however, it has over time transformed
from a language that specializes between
desert tribes and religious matters to a
language of civilization that has been dealt
with in politics, administration, science and
commercial exchange between peoples for
centuries. Arabic has directly or indirectly
influenced many living languages in the
world, and its impact was evident on
the languages of Islamic peoples on all
continents, as well as on European and
African languages.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The IsDB, since its establishment as an
international financial institution in 1395 AH,
corresponding to 1975 AD, has adopted the
Arabic language as the official language of
the bank’s group in accordance with Article
(65) of the Bank’s Articles of Agreement.

Although the IsDB aims primarily to
support economic development and social
development for the peoples of MCs and
Muslim Communities in non-MCs, it pays
great attention in spreading the Arabic
language and consolidating its position in
the world, it has endeavored to undertake
programs and projects that achieve this
purpose, for example, the bank - by
the grace of Allah - since its foundation
has carried out many projects aimed at
eradicating illiteracy in Arabic, including
supporting the establishment of basic and
vocational education schools, and institutes
for preparing Arabic language teachers
serving Muslim societies in Africa. The bank
has also allocated more than $ 300 million
in the framework of the bilingual education
program in the Arabic and French languages
in sub-Saharan Africa, and the number of
beneficiaries of these projects is estimated at
about 57 million students in basic education.
The Bank continues to support bilingual
education through the Reverse Linkage
division between MCs, which is the division
concerned in supporting knowledge transfer
programs between these countries. It also
allocates grants and technical assistance
to teach the Arabic language to Non-Arabic
speakers.



The bank was and still is strongly and
determinedly supportive of all Arab
language empowerment initiatives,
and the bank signed memoranda of
understanding with the most important
centers and international organizations
concerned with the Arabic language and
its empowerment and dissemination, and
pioneering initiatives emerged from these
agreements, including, but not limited
to, the project of using the Arabic letter
in writing languages Localities in Muslim
societies in Africa, which is supervised
by the Islamic Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ICESCO), and a
project to prepare a common frame of
reference for the Arabic language under
the supervision of the Arab Organization for
Education, Culture and Science (ALESCO),
and we join our voice here with the
voices that emphasized the need for the
framework to accompany digital education,
and we agree with the voices mentioning
the need to involve the digital learning in
the framework.

yralEall gigall (naiioll
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The IsDB sees the Arabic language not only
as a deep religious and cultural heritage,
but also as a means of development that
contributes to commercial exchange and
job creation between the Arab region and
the world. From this standpoint, and with
great appreciation for all efforts exerted in
the past and in the service of the Arabic
language, we believe that we are in urgent
need to enhance synergies and consensus
for more harmony in the efforts exerted, in
order to consolidate the high position of the
Arabic language today and make it a major
contributor to development.

In conclusion, | thank you all for the good
listening, wishing all success to this forum,
and reiterating our gratitude and appreciation
for all the languages that contribute in building
bridges of communication, acquaintance
and development among peoples and
spreading a culture of respect and tolerance,
foremost of which is the Arabic language -
the language of the Holy Quran.
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